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one, these delightful and expensive fruits, until I
could not contain another one. Of course, my mother
protested all the time, but he pai4 not the slightest
attention.

After dinner, in the evening, we played all sorts of
games such as dumb crambo, and then everyone had
to perform. It was a pet theory of Mr. Emerson's
that everyone should learn self-expression, and he
demanded a recitation from the children of four and
five up to those of the marriageable age. There was
absolutely no way to get out of this.

Despite the protests of the women, Mr. Emerson
would have his after-dinner cigar. In fact, he almost
always got his way, although he was never dictatorial.
Sometimes it was with a gentle remark. When his
wife asked him if she could have a spiritualistic meeting
in the front parlor, he answered her with Hotspur's
words:

"Certainly, for well I know thou willst not utter
what thou dost not know and so far will I trust thee,
gentle Kate!1'

On another occasion, when Aunt Mary was visiting
the family, he happened to be in Boston. Aunt Mary
slept in her coffin. She was very small, so purchased
it before her death to be sure she had the right size
and would not rattle! Mr. Emerson wrote to his wife
in Concord, telling her he was going to bring some
notables home for a visit, and begged her to persuade
Aunt Mary not to wear her shroud at breakfast.

Emerson's sense of honor and justice were two of
his most important qualities. The farmers used to
come to him to settle their legal quarrels. Whateverers, I was quite sure
